[Typology characteristics of preschool-age gypsy children in the Czech Republic].
The study assesses the somatotype (using the method of Heath-Carter, 1967) and its changes in 439 pre-school 3-7 years old Gypsy children and compares results with the situation in 348 non-Gypsy children. A change in somatotype with age and a typical dominance of the mesomorphic component in the pre-school age in both Gypsy and non-Gypsy children has been confirmed. This is in agreement with studies on non-Gypsy children. The above findings and the fact that differences in somatotype between ethnic groups are smaller than those between sexes show that the somatotype and its developmental tendencies in pre-school age are almost identical in Gypsy and non-Gypsy children.